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Language and Power: 
lntersectionality in 20'" Century US Literature 
"[A]fter all, it is the simple, homely tale, 
unassumingly told, which cements the bond 
of brotherhood among all classes and all 
complexions,'' Pauline E. Hopkins, preface to 
Contending Forces, 1900. 
Some truths "can only finally be understood by 
fiction, only finally be redeemed by the 
imagination." Julia Alvarez, postscript to 
In the Time of the Butte�flies, 1994. 
ENG 5010 sect. 001, CRN 32979 
Dr. Jeannie Ludlow 
Spring, 2017 
W 3:30-6:00 pm 
in Coleman 3159 
Office: 3139 Coleman Hall 
E-mail: use D2L for course-related emails 
Mailbox: 3351 Coleman Hall 
Office Hours: T 9-10:30, 1:30-2:30; w 1-3; R 1:30-3:30 
Course Description: This graduate seminar will 
focus on ways the study of literature positions us to 
create change in the power structures that shape 
our lives. Using intersectionality as a critical frame, 
we will trace the ways fiction (broadly defined) 
reveals and redeems truths that are otherwise 
unavailable to us. Course keyterms: literature, 
intersectionality, reproductive justice, human 
rights. 
Course Expectations: Because this is a graduate 
seminar, certain expectations apply: seminar 
participants will arrive on time and fully prepared to 
engage with all the readings and ideas scheduled for 
that week (if you get behind, please contact me to 
discuss what is going on with you-don't flounder); 
seminar participants will have primary responsibility 
for determining and communicating which aspects of 
any given topic need further explanation or 
contextualization; seminar participants will treat 
ourselves, one another and any guests who come to 
our meetings in a manner that is respectful and 
professional. 
Course Learning Objectives: As you successfully 
complete this course, you should improve or 
strengthen your ability to: 
1. demonstrate depth of understanding in the field of 
20'" century U.S. literatures; 
2. demonstrate focused understanding of 
intersectionallty; 
3. effectively analyze literary texts through an 
intersectional lens, within their appropriate historical 
and cultural contexts; 
4. engage substantively with appropriate research; 
5. demonstrate critical thinking and problem solving; 
6. demonstrate effective oral and written 
communication. 
Special circumstances: If you have a documented 
disability and wish to receive academic 
accommodations, please contact EIU's Office of 
Disability Services (581-6583) as soon as possible. If 
you require assistance with that or any other 
circumstance that arises, please contact me 
immediately, so we can work out a good plan of 
action together. 
Required texts: 
You are required to do all assigned reading for this 
course. Eight required texts for this course are 
available from Textbook Rental. Some required 
readings will also be available only on-line via D2L 
or on the internet. 
TRS TEXTS (in curricular order) 
Hopkins, Contending Forces, 1900, ISBN: 978-0-19-
506785-9 
Gilman, Her/and, 1915, ISBN: 978-0-394-73665-5 
Hansberry, A Raisin in the Sun, 1959, ISBN: 0-679-
75533-3 
Jones, Corregidora, 1975, ISBN: 978-0-8070-6315-6 
Irving, The Cider House Rules, 198S/1997, ISBN: 978-
034S417947 
Castillo, S o  Far from God, 1993/2005, ISBN: 978-
0393326932 
Kincaid, Autobiography of My Mother, 1994/2013, 
ISBN: 978-0374531874 
Ozeki, My Year of Meats, 1998, ISBN: 978-0-14-
028046-3 
(NOTE: the Cao novel, which was ordered from TRS, 
will not be one of our required readings) 
D2L PRIMARY TEXTS (in curricular order) 
Parker, 11Mr. Durant,11 1924, and "Lacy with a Lamp," 
1932 
Hughes, "Cora Unashamed," 1934 
Slesinger excerpt from The Unpossessed, 1934 
Silko, "Lullaby," 1981 
Brant, "A Long Story," 1988 
Erdrich, selections from Baptism of Desire, 1989 
Corthron, "Come Down Burning," 1993 
Cleage, "Blues for an Alabama Sky," 1995 
Other Requirements: 
A good academic-level dictionary. The Oxford English 
Dictionary is the best. I also l"lke onelook.com. 
You will need regular access to a computer and email 
and the ability to use D2L. If you need help with this, 
let me know right away. 
IN ORDER TO PASS THIS COURSE, YOU MUST 
COMPLETE THE PUBLIC INTERVENTION PROJECT 
AND SUBMIT ALL ASSIGNED WRITTEN WORK 
FOR GRADING. 
EXCESSIVE ABSENCE WILL RESULT IN 
AUTOMATIC FAILURE. 
ATTENDANCE POLICY: Graduate students are 
expected to be present for all seminar meetings; a 
one-session absence is the equivalent of one full week 
of absence in an undergraduate course. In-class use of 
a cell phone, unless previously approved, is the 
equivalent of an absence for that seminar meeting. 
GRADES will be earned through the following 
components, each of which will be assigned a letter 
grade: 
35% Participation (includes attendance, in-class 
activities, discussion based on successful 
completion of all read·1ng, and in-class writing) 
25% Five academic blog posts on course blog site 
5% Proposal for public intervention project (may be 
collaborative) 
15% Annotated bibliography for public intervention 
project (must be individual) 
20% Final expression, public intervention project (may 
be collaborative) 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: In this course, we will 
comply fully with EIU's academic integrity policy 
(see your catalog). Violation of this policy includes 
(but is not limited to): 
1. quoting from a source without fully and 
correctly citing that source and/or without using 
quotation marks; 
2. paraphrasing from a source without fully and 
correctly citing that source; 
3. turning in a paper with an incorrect or 
incomplete works cited list; 
4. falsifying data; 
5. turning in someone else's work as your own; 
6. turning in your own work that was written for 
another course1 without prior permission from 
both professors. 
Violations of EIU's academic integrity policy will result 
in an automatic failing grade in this course and 
notification of the Office of Student Standards. For 
more information, see www.eiu.edu/"'judicial. 
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lncompletes in this course: A grade of 
"incomplete" will only be given in this course in 
cases of documented medical or personal 
emergency. According to this policy, 
"documented" means that you are able to provide 
documentation that you were under the care of a 
health care provider or working with some other 
professional (e.g., a lawyer, your child's 
pediatr'1cian); "emergency11 means that there 'is no 
way you could have foreseen this situation and/or 
planned around it so that you could have 
completed the course work in a timely manner. 
Although I am sympathetic about the intensity of 
graduate work, I will not consider being 
overwhelmed or having trouble balancing the 
workload for this course with your other 
obligations (work, education, social, family) to be 
good reasons for a grade of "I." If you feel like you 
are getting behind in the course, please meet with 
me as soon as possible to discuss your situation 
and how I might help you to get back on track. 
About w r itten work: Please note that all written 
work-formal and informal-for this seminar 
should b e  well-constructed, well-reasoned, and 
grammatically correct. If you need help with your 
writing, let me know right away and plan to meet 
with me before assignments are due. All written 
work for this course must meet academic 
standards for accurate citation/documentation, 
within the context of the work's genre. Please use 
MLA citation conventions consistently and 
correctly. If you need help with citation and 
documentation, contact me. I am happy to help 
(before the assignment's due date, of course). The 
Writing Center can also help you. Late work is 
strongly discouraged; late work submitted 
without advance warning will earn a reduced 
grade. 
ASSIGNMENTS 
Participation In a graduate seminar, participation 
expectations are very high. Please come to class 
fully prepared to engage in discussions and 
activities based on the required readings for that 
day. This means: careful reading; clear reading 
notes (not just highlighting); reading beyond the 
assignment (look things up when you have 
questions, and bring the answers to class with 
you); professional interactions in class (not formal, 
but professional-focused, collaborative, patient 
with others, etc.); and avoiding out-of-class 
distractions. 
Five academic blog posts A blog post, as you 
probably know, is a document written for a general 
audience and made public via the internet. An 
academic blog post is a blog post written by and for 
academics. Some good academic or literary biogs to 
look at as examples might include: Context and 
Variation by Kate Clancy (esp. here 
http://professorkateclancy.blogspot.com); Feminist 
Killjoy by Sara Ahmed (https://feministkilljoys.com); 
Josephine Livingstone or Piyali Bhattacharya at Lit 
Hub (http://lithub.com); The Rumpus 
(http://therumpus.net). If you have favorite 
academic or literary biogs, I hope you will share 
them with the rest of us! 
A full assignment description for this requirement 
will be posted on D2L in the folder named 
"Assignments" before the second class meeting. 
Public Intervention Project Your learning objective 
for this assignment is to demonstrate your ability to 
share something important you have learned about 
our course keyterms with an audience that is not 
comprised of academics. This project may be 
completed individually, in small groups, or as a 
class. Please note that this assignment has three 
required parts: a proposal (will be completed 
collaboratively for group projects); an annotated 
bibliography of each person's individual research 
(will be completed separately, even for group 
projects); and the final expression (whatever you 
and your partners [if applicable] design to share 
your knowledge with the rest of the world. 
A full assignment description for this requirement 
will be posted on D2L in the folder named 
"Assignments" before the third class meeting. 
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COURSE PLAN, weeks 1-2 
Week 1, 1/10/17 introduction to course, 
syllabus, materials, keyterms 
READ: Short Takes: Reflections on Katha 
Pollitt's Pro. Signs: Journal of Women in 
Culture and Society 41.4 (summer 2016): 
977-88. 
Week 2, 1/17/17 course keyterms, continued 
READ: Collins and Bilge, "What Is 
lntersectionality?" (D2L); Allen, 
"Kochinnenako in Academe: Three 
Approaches to Interpreting a Keres Indian 
Tale" (D2L); Price, "What Is Reproductive 
Justice?" (D2L); Ross, "Understanding 
Reproductive Justice" (D2L) 
Week 3, 1/24/17 
READ: Johnson, Contending Forces Try to 
finish the novel before class. If you cannot, 
please get as far as you can and be blunt 
with me about how far that is when I ask. 
My goal, here, is to help me understand 
what expectations will be reasonable for 
you. 
A full semester's schedule will be posted on D2L 
as soon as l have read and assessed your 
first in-class writing assignment (likely 
before 1/17/17) 
